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about

Idea journal recognises interiors and interiority as emerging, discursive, and
interdisciplinary fields of research across spatially oriented design, artistic,
and architectural practices. It promotes the production of new knowledge
on interiors and interiority through the critical appraisal of the conceptual,
material, and social relationships between people and built environments.
Uniquely, idea journal provides a space for scholarly engagement through
the publication of both text-based and visual-based research essays.
idea journal serves an international academic, professional, and student
readership. It welcomes contributions from researchers and practitioners
iInvolved in bolstering theoretical and creative discourse on spatial design.

https://journal.idea-edu.com

Launched in 1999, idea journal is an international, double-blind
peer-reviewed academic journal dedicated to publishing scholarly and
practice-based research on interiors and interiority. /dea journal is an
open-access publication and produces one journal issue annually. It is a
subsidiary of the parent institution IDEA—The Interior Design / Interior
Architecture Educators Association.

www.ldea-edu.com

The objectives of IDEA are:
1. Objects
1.1 The general object of IDEA is the advancement of education by:

(a) encouraging and supporting excellence in interior design/interior
architecture/spatial design education and research globally and with
specific focus on Oceania; and

(b) being an authority on, and advocate for, interior design/interior
architecture/spatial design education and research.

1.2 The specific objects of IDEA are:

(a) to be an advocate for undergraduate and postgraduate programmes
at a minimum of AQF7 or equivalent education in interior design/
interior architecture/spatial design;

(b) to support the rich diversity of individual programmes within the
higher education sector;

(c) to create collaboration between programmes in the higher education
sector;

(d) to foster an attitude of lifelong learning;
(e) to encourage staff and student exchange between programmes;

(f) to provide recognition for excellence in the advancement of interior
design/interior architecture/spatial design education; and

(g) to foster, publish, and disseminate peer reviewed interior design/
Interior architecture/spatial design research.
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membership
Institutional Members:

Membership Is open to programmes at higher education institutions
In Australasia that can demonstrate an on-going commitment to the
objectives of IDEA.

Current members:

AUT University, Auckland

Massey University, Wellington

Monash University, Melbourne

Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane
RMIT University, Melbourne

University of New South Wales, Sydney

University of South Australia, Adelaide

University of Technology Sydney, Sydney

Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington

Affiliate Members:

Affiliate membership is open to programmes at higher education
institutions in Australasia that do not currently qualify for institutional
membership but support the objectives of IDEA. Affiliate members are
non-voting members of IDEA.

Associate Members:

Associate membership is open to any person who supports the objectives
of IDEA. Associate members are non-voting members of IDEA.

Honorary Associate Members:

In recognition of their significant contribution as an initiator of IDEA,

a former chair and/or executive editor: Julieanna Preston, Chris Cottrell,
Suzie Attiwill, Rachel Carley, Lynn Chalmers, Lynn Churchill, Jill Franz,
Anthony Fryatt, Susan Hedges, Roger Kemp, Tim Laurence, Gini Leg,
Marina Lommerse, Gill Matthewson, Antony Pelosi, Dianne Smith,
Harry Stephens, George Verghese, Andrew Wallace, and Bruce Watson.
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this issue’s provocation

In 1981, architect Nigel Coates described London's underground

clubs as spaces that wilfully induce delirium. Introducing ideas of
obscurity, uncertainty and the unknown into his analysis of these
Interior environments, Coates suggested that their darkened spaces
disintegrated the certainty of walls and physical limitations. Instead, clubs
enabled the inhabitants to cultivate each interior as an event—spaces
made from the murky, intermingled experiences of London'’s youth and
the ‘dress-up box add-on aesthetic’ of their art-as-fashion lifestyles.
Coates's comments heralded a decade of experimentation with interior
environments that blurred disciplinary boundaries between art, design
and fashion practices, and introduced ideas of shock, contradiction,
fragmentation and ambiguity into interior planning, their drawings, and
their performances.

This issue of idea journal: Uncertain Interiors sought theoretical,
historical, and experimental analyses on the concept of uncertainty in
Interior environments. Uncertainty is often considered an undesirable
quality, a transgression from normative behaviours and functions.
Yet, uncertainty is inherent to critical and creative practices of spatial
design. It underpins the complex experience inhabitants make with
Interior space beyond the designer's intention. History is replete with
spectacular examples of designs, drawings and spatial practices that
embrace the unknown to surpass the predictive, authoritative and
determined limitations of their space-planning and programming.

Conversely, recent global events have plagued every aspect of daily life
with the impact of uncertainty. Our ecological, economic, political and
social spheres now compound instances of unanticipated, and sometimes
devastating, change. Fear of uncertainty reveals the latent entrenchment
of positivist and conservative values that limit our capacity to adapt with
speed, flexibility and agility. Yet, if spatial designers embrace an uncertain
relativism altogether, then what claims can they make to predict the real
and material impact their work has on social change, political action, and
environmental stewardship?

Recognising the significant and complex capacity of uncertainty to disrupt
normative practices of design and inhabitation, authors were encouraged
to address ideas of uncertain interiors for this journal issue in text-based
and iImage-based research essays.

reviewers for this issue

Thea Brejzek, University of Technology Sydney
David Brown, Victoria University Wellington
James Carey, RMIT

Rachel Carley, Auckland University of Technology
Beau De Belle, RMIT

Christina Deluchi, University of Technology Sydney
Helene Furjan, Drexel University

Kate Geck, RMIT

Sue Hedges, Auckland University of Technology
Ying-Lan Dann, RMIT

Andy Miller, RMIT

Belinda Mitchell, University of Portsmouth

Tiiu Poldma, University of Montreal

Julieanna Preston, Massey University

Remco Roes, Hasselt University

Jana Scholze, Kingston University

Jlangmel Wu, Indiana University

With special thanks to reviewers Rachel Carley and Julieanna Preston
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